JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
CASE: 1172
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 27 JULY 1993
=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
s mm== BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION = ot 12 December 1975
REFNO: 1172-0-01 (ACCNO 5771) Status: (N) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED ~, ON 12 MAY 1968 PFC RICHARD E. SANDS WAS A MEMBER OF COMPANY A, 1ST
Name: SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE Date Status assigned: 9 Jul 1968 BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE BEING EXTRACTED
, , FROM THE BELEAGUERED SPECIAL FORCES CAMP AT KHAM DUC, SOUTH VIETNAM BY A
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit & CH47 HELICOPTER, (#67-18475). THE HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY .50 CALIBER
Service ARMY Sex  MALE Blood type # # MACHINE GUN FIRE AT AN ALTITUDE OF 1500-1600 FEET SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF.
Grade E3 Hair  BLOND Complexion # PFC SANDS, WHO WAS SITTING IN THE VICINITY OF THE DOOR GUNNERS, WAS HIT IN
SSAN 0 Aw Eyes  BLUE Weapon # THE HEAD BY ONE OF THE INCOMING ROUNDS. THE HELICOPTER MADE A CONTROLLED
Serial ! Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No  # LANDING AND CAUGHT ON FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES (GC) ZC 007
Birth date 9 Nov 1947 |Weight 193 1lb / 87.4 kg |[Duty pos PASSENGER 083.
Home State ILLINOIS Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $
A SITE INFORMATION DURING THE EVACUATION FROM THE BURNING HELICOPTER, FOUR PERSONNEL AND A
MEDIC CHECKED PFC SANDS AND INDICATED THAT HE HAD BEEN KILLED INSTANTLY.
INCIDENT LOCATION (0) BECAUSE OF THE IMPENDING DANGER OF INCOMING MORTAR ROUNDS AND THE
, HELICOPTER FIRE, PERSONNEL ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE PFC SANDS FROM THE
Site Type: . CRASH SITE HELICOPTER WERE ORDERED TO ABANDON THEIR ATTEMPT. THE REMAINING PERSONNEL
UTM: 48P7C007083 WERE EVACUATED LATER FROM THE AREA BY ANOTHER HELICOPTER. (REF 1)
Lat/Iong:” = ~  152607N / 1074808E : R :
Country: . SOUTH VIETNAM ‘
Military Regilon: 1 DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
Mission Province:  QUANG NAM-DA NANG ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
. (formerly): THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
Mission District:  PHUOC SON - FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
Mission Date: 12 May 1968 AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING., PFC SANDS IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN
Mission Category: 3 THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.
Local Analysis: Near populated area.
JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY === REFERENCES ===
Folders Passed: Apr 93 12 December 1975
Investigations: Apr 93
Surveys: Apr 93 REFERENCES: <1> ., RPT HQ 1ST BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT
Site Identified: Apr 33 INFANTRY BRIGADE, W/ENCLOSURES, 31 MAY 68. <2> CJTFFA DET ONE 080152Z JUN
Vessey Case: NO 93 & CJTFFA DET ONE BK TH, DTG 010601Z JUN 93.
Case type: CRASH SITE
suryivability: (5) In the aircraft at the time of the crash . .
— . === NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
= ====== VEHICLE DATA
. , 19 April 1993
Vehicle Type: CH47 . Serial: 18475
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: T55  CASE NARRATIVE FOR 1172 WAS PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE FOLLOWING THE 5-6
Call Sign: @ 1 Serlal: APR 93 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.
Year: 67 2 Serial:
essms=ss== === SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY = = === o === JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
= "Item'hdstbéeﬂ réseérchéafbut data céhﬁbt‘bé'obfainea.-' ' T i “'25'Jﬁ1§.i§§5 Lo |
$ = Item is not applicable to this case. ' . : :
@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available. ON 5 MAY 93, ONE WITNESS WAS INTERVIEWED WHO FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IN




CASE: 1172
1983. THE WITNESS LED TH

E TEAM TO THE SITE WHERE THE WRECKAGE WAS FOUND.

THE SITE IS AT THE REPORTED LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT. WRECKAGE WAS
OBSERVED AT THE SITE BUT THE TEAM FOUND NO REMAIN

(REF 2)

S OR PERSONAL EFFECTS.

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 19 OCTOBER 1993

aspunuosunnasunnsnucasxsasx  BTOGRAPHIC INFORMATION weusmsuuswssscwsosscmmsewmans

REFNO: 1172-0-01 (ACCNO 5771) Status: (N) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Name: SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE Date Status assigned: 9 Jul 1968

#

Nationality AMERICAN
Service ARMY ISex MALE IBlood type
Grade E3 IHair  BLOND IComplexion

'Race  CAUCASIAN S

#

#

SSAN DTN 'Eyes  BLUE Weapon 4
#

P

S

!Blood Chit

Serial No 56588173 'Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No
Birth date 9 Nov 1947 |Weight 193 1b / 87.4 kg |Duty pos
tReligion PROTESTANT

ASSENGER

Home State ILLINOIS IPW Camp
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INCIDENT LOCATION (0)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48PZ2C007083

Lat/Long: 152607N / 1074808E

Country: SOUTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 1

Mission Province: QUANG NAM-DA NANG
(formerly):

Mission District: PHUOC SON

Mission Date: 12 May 1968

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Near populated area.

SN O O O AR NN NN SN BN N 0N K UK NS BN NX N 0w W JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ssussassssswssssssussssssx

Folders Passed: Apr 93

Investigations: Apr 93

Surveys: Apr 93

Site Identified: Apr 93

Vessey Case: NO

Case type: CRASH SITE

Survivability: (5) In the aircraft at the time of the crash
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Vehicle Type: CH47 Serial: 18475
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: T55
Call Sign: @ 1 Serial:
Year: 67 2 Serial:

----;-------.---.B--------- SPECIAL CHARACTER KBY L 0 F 2 & K 2 R N B AR 0 0 F K ¥ 3 B 8 § X 2 B |

# = Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
§ = Jtem is not applicable to this case.
8@ or Blank = Data for item is unknown or not avallable.
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REFNO: 1172-0-01

(ACCNO 5771) «

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING

BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 20 JANUARY 1994

CASE: 1172

Status: (N) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED

Name: SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE Date Status assigned: 9 Jul 1968
Nationality AMERICAN Race  CAUCASIAN Blood Chit §
Service ARMY Sex MALE Blood type # #
Grade E3 Hair  BLOND Complexion #
SSAN TSAT Eyes BLUE Weapon #
Serial No DATA Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No #
Birth date 9 Nov 1947 |Weight 193 1b / 87.4 kg Duty pos PASSENGER
Home State ILLINOIS Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $
= = SITE INFORMATION
INCIDENT LOCATION (0)
Site Type: CRASH SITE
UTM: 48P7C007083
Lat/Long: 152607N / 1074808E
Country: SOUTH VIETNAM
Military Region: 1
Mission Province:  QUANG NAM-DA NANG
(formerly):
Mission District:  PHUOC SON
Mission Date: 12 May 1968
Mission Category: 3 .
Local Analysis: Near populated area.
= == = JTF~-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY ==
Folders Passed: Apr 93
Investigations: Apr 93
Surveys: Apr 93
Site Identified: Apr 93
Vessey Case: NO
Case type: CRASH SITE
survivability: (5) In the aircraft at the time of the crash
=====sssE=Es VEHICLE DATA =
Vehicle Type: CH47 Serial: 18475
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: T55
Call Sign: @ 1 Serial:
Year: 67 2 Serial:

DU I
nu

or Blank

SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.
Item is not applicable to this case.

= Data for item is unknown or not available.

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
12 December 1975

ON 12 MAY 1968 PFC RICHARD E. SANDS WAS A MEMBER OF COMPANY A, 1ST
BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE BEING EXTRACTED
FROM THE BELEAGUERED SPECIAL FORCES CAMP AT KHAM DUC, SOUTH VIETNAM BY A
CH47 HELICOPTER, (#67-18475). THE HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY .50 CALIBER
MACHINE GUN FIRE AT AN ALTITUDE OF 1500-1600 FEET SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF.
PFC SANDS, WHO WAS SITTING IN THE VICINITY OF THE DOOR GUNNERS, WAS HIT IN
THE HEAD BY ONE OF THE INCOMING ROUNDS. THE HELICOPTER MADE A CONTROLLED
gggDING AND CAUGHT ON FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES (GC) ZC 007

DURING THE EVACUATION FROM THE BURNING HELICOPTER, FOUR PERSONNEL AND A
MEDIC CHECKED PFC SANDS AND ‘INDICATED THAT HE HAD BEEN KILLED INSTANTLY.
BECAUSE OF THE IMPENDING DANGER OF INCOMING MORTAR ROUNDS AND THE
HELICOPTER FIRE, PERSONNEL ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE PFC SANDS FROM THE
HELICOPTER WERE ORDERED TO ABANDON THEIR ATTEMPT. THE REMAINING PERSONNEL
WERE EVACUATED LATER FROM THE AREA BY ANOTHER HELICOPTER. (REF 1)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. PFC SANDS IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN
THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
19 January 1994

SOURCE, CURRENTLY VICE COMMANDER OF MILITARY REGION 5, PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON A BATTLE WHICH OCCURRED AT THE KHAM DUC SPECIAL FORCES CAMP
ON THU MOUNTAIN IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. THE INFORMATION THE SOURCE
PROVIDED CORRELATES WITH REFNO 1172-0-01 BASED ON TIME FRAME, LOCATION,
AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS. (REF 5)

=== REFERENCES ===
12 December 1975

REFERENCES: <1> RPT HQ 1ST BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT
INFANTRY BRIGADE, W/ENCLOSURES, 31 MAY 68. <2> 080152%Z JUN 93 CJTFFA DET
ONE. <3> CJTFFA DET ONE BK TH, DTG 010601Z JUN 93. <4> CDR JTF-FA/J2
1800022 OCT 93. <5> MSG, CJTF-FA, 130102Z DEC 93 (REPORT), MSG, CJTF-FA,
140802Z JAN 94 (EVAL).




CASE: 1172 === NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===

19 April 1993

CASE NARRATIVE FOR 1172 WAS PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE FOLLOWING THE 5-6
APR 93 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===

22 June 1993

ON 5 MAY 93, A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 1172. THE TEAM
INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IN 1983. THE WITNESS
LED THE TEAM TO THE SITE, WHERE THE TEAM COLLECTED A SMALL QUANTITY OF
AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE. THE SITE IS IN THE AREA OF THE REPORTED LOCATION OF
THE 1172 INCIDENT. NO ONE COULD BE FOUND WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN

REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS FOUND AT THE SITE. THE TEAM RECEIVED NO
REMAINS DURING THE INVESTIGATION. (REF 2)

27 July 1993

ON 5 MAY 93, ONE WITNESS WAS INTERVIEWED WHO FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IN
1983. THE WITNESS LED THE TEAM TO THE SITE WHERE THE WRECKAGE WAS FOUND.

THE SITE IS AT THE REPORTED LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT. WRECKAGE WAS
OBSERVED AT THE SITE BUT THF TEAM FOUND NO REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS.

(REF 3)

19 October 1993

THE ITEMS RECOVERED AT A CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATES 48P7C0066508483
ARE FROM A C-130B AIRCRAFT AND DOES NOT CORRELATE TO THE CH-47 INVOLVED IN

THE REFNO 1172 INCIDENT. (REF 4) -

JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BIOGRAPHIC/SITE REPORT AS OF 16 FEBRUARY 1994

I —— TSP T BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION =

REFNO: 1172-0-01 (ACCNO 5771)
Name: SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE

Nationality AMERICAN Race CAUCASIAN Blood Chit $
Service ARMY Sex MALE Blood type # #
Grade E3 Hair  BLOND Complexion ;
SSAN Eyes BLUE Weapon

Serial No :I»4T‘;4 Height 71 in /1.80 mtrs |Weapon No #
Birth date 9 Nov 1947 |Weight 193 l1b / 87.4 kg |Duty pos P
Home State ILLINOIS Religion PROTESTANT PW Camp $

ASSENGER

Status: (N) DEAD BODY NOT RECOVERED
Date Status assigned: 9 Jul 1968

1]

mmmmmmmm=m===zmzz============ SITE INFORMATION = =

INCIDENT LOCATION (O)

Site Type: CRASH SITE

UTM: 48PZC007083
Lat/Long: 152607N / 1074808E
Country: SOUTH VIETNAM

Military Region: 1

Mission Province: QUANG NAM-DA NANG
(formerly):

Mission District:  PHUOC SON

Mission Date: 12 May 1968

Mission Category: 3

Local Analysis: Near populated area.

JTF-FA ACTIVITY SUMMARY

— o gt omm ov —

Folders Passed: Apr 93
Investigations: Apr 93, Jan 94
surveys: Apr 93, Jan 94

Site Identified: Apr 93

Vessey Case: NO

Case type: CRASH SITE
Survivability: (5) In the aircraft at the time of the crash

VEHICLE DATA

Vehicle Type: CH47 Serial: 18475
Crash Type: Enemy action Engine Type: T55

Ccall Sign: @ 1 Serial:
Year: 67 2 Serial:

s======== = SPECIAL CHARACTER KEY

Item has been researched but data cannot be obtained.

Item is not applicable to this case.
Blank = Data for item is unknown or not available.




CASE: 1172

=== CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS ===
12 December 1975

ON 12 MAY 1968 PFC RICHARD E. SANDS WAS A MEMBER OF COMPANY A, 1ST
BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT INFANTRY BRIGADE BEING EXTRACTED
FROM THE BELEAGUERED SPECIAL FORCES CAMP AT KHAM DUC, SOUTH VIETNAM BY A
CH47 HELICOPTER, (#67-18475). THE HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY .50 CALIBER
MACHINE GUN FIRE AT AN ALTITUDE OF 1500-1600 FEET SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF.
PFC SANDS, WHO WAS SITTING IN THE VICINITY OF THE DOOR GUNNERS, WAS HIT IN
THE HEAD BY ONE OF THE INCOMING ROUNDS. THE HELICOPTER MADE A CONTROLLED
LANDING AND CAUGHT ON FIRE IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES (GC) ZC 007

083.

DURING THE EVACUATION FROM THE BURNING HELICOPTER, FOUR PERSONNEL AND A
MEDIC CHECKED PFC SANDS AND INDICATED THAT HE HAD BEEN KILLED INSTANTLY.
BECAUSE OF THE IMPENDING DANGER OF INCOMING MORTAR ROUNDS AND THE
HELICOPTER FIRE, PERSONNEL ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE PFC SANDS FROM THE
HELICOPTER WERE ORDERED TO ABANDON THEIR ATTEMPT. THE REMAINING PERSONNEL
WERE EVACUATED LATER FROM THE AREA BY ANOTHER HELICOPTER. (REF 1)

DURING THE EXISTENCE OF JCRC, THE HOSTILE THREAT IN THE AREA PRECLUDED
ANY VISITS TO OR GROUND INSPECTIONS OF THE. SITES INVOLVED IN THIS CASE.
THIS INDIVIDUAL’S NAME AND IDENTIFYING DATA WERE TURNED OVER TO THE
FOUR-PARTY JOINT MILITARY TEAM WITH A REQUEST FOR ANY INFORMATION
AVAILABLE. NO RESPONSE WAS FORTHCOMING. PFC SANDS IS CURRENTLY CARRIED IN
THE PRESUMPTIVE STATUS OF DEAD, BODY NOT RECOVERED.

=== SUBSEQUENT INFORMATION ===
19 January 1994

SOURCE, CURRENTLY VICE COMMANDER OF MILITARY REGION 5, PROVIDED
INFORMATION ON A BATTLE WHICH OCCURRED AT THE KHAM DUC SPECIAL FORCES CAMP
ON THU MOUNTAIN IN THE CENTRAL HIGHLANDS. THE INFORMATION THE SOURCE
PROVIDED CORRELATES WITH REFNO 1172-0-01 BASED ON TIME FRAME, LOCATION,

AND CIRCUMSTANCES OF LOSS. (REF 5)

=== REFERENCES ===
12 December 1975

REFERENCES: <1> RPT HQ 1ST BATTALION, 46TH INFANTRY, 198TH LIGHT
INFANTRY BRIGADE, W/ENCLOSURES, 31 MAY 68. <2> 080152Z JUN 93 CJTFFA DET
ONE. <3> CJTFFA DET ONE BK TH, DTG 010601Z JUN 93. <4> CDR JTF-FA/J2
1800022 OCT 93. <5> MSG, CJTF-FA, 130102Z DEC 93 (REPORT), MSG, CJTF-FA,
1408022 JAN 94 (EVAL). <6> CJTFFA DET ONE 010723Z FEB 94.

CASE:

1172
=== NEGOTIATION ACTIONS ===
19 April 1993

~ CASE NARRATIVE FOR 1172 WAS PASSED TO THE VIETNAMESE FOLLOWING THE 5-6
APR 93 POW/MIA TECHNICAL MEETING IN HANOI.

=== JOINT INVESTIGATION, SURVEY OR EXCAVATION ===
22 June 1993

ON 5 MAY 93, A JOINT U.S./VIETNAM TEAM INVESTIGATED CASE 1172. THE TEAM
INTERVIEWED ONE WITNESS WHO FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IN 1983. THE WITNESS
LED THE TEAM TO THE SITE, WHERE THE TEAM COLLECTED A SMALL QUANTITY OF
AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE. THE SITE IS IN THE AREA OF THE REPORTED LOCATION OF
THE 1172 INCIDENT. NO ONE COULD BE FOUND WHO HAD KNOWLEDGE OF HUMAN
REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS FOUND AT THE SITE. THE TEAM RECEIVED NO
REMAINS DURING THE INVESTIGATION. (REF 2)

27 July 1993

ON 5 MAY 93, ONE WITNESS WAS INTERVIEWED WHO FOUND AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE IN
1983. THE WITNESS LED THE TEAM TO THE SITE WHERE THE WRECKAGE WAS FOUND.
THE SITE IS AT THE REPORTED LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT. WRECKAGE WAS

OBSERVED AT THE SITE BUT THE TEAM FOUND NO REMAINS OR PERSONAL EFFECTS.

(REF 3)

19 October 1993

THE ITEMS RECOVERED AT A CRASH SITE AT GRID COORDINATES 48P2C0066508483
ARE FROM A C-130B AIRCRAFT AND DOES NOT CORRELATE TO THE CH-~47 INVOLVED IN
THE REFNO 1172 INCIDENT. (REF 4)

11 February 1994

ON 22 JAN 94, IE2 CONDUCTED AN INVESTIGATION OF CASE 1172 IN PHUOC SON
DISTRICT, QUANG NAM~DANANG PROVINCE. THE VNOSMP WERE UNABLE TO LOCATE ANY
WITNESSES PERTAINING TO THIS CASE. IE2 CANVASSED THE LOCAL VILLAGE FOR
POTENTIAL WITNESSES, HOWEVER, NONE WERE FOUND. IE2 TRAVELED TO THE LOSS
LOCATION CONTAINED IN U.S. RECORDS AND CONDUCTED A SITE SURVEY WITH
NEGATIVE RESULTS. NO EVIDENCE OF REMAINS, PERSONAL EFFECTS, WRECKAGE, OR
BURIAL SITES WERE LOCATED. (REF 6)




JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL-ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044
CASE 1172-0-01

NARRATIVE

ON 12 MAY 1968, PRIVATE FIRST CLASS RICHARD E. SANDS WAS

ABOARD A CH-47 HELICOPTER (SERIAL NUMBER 67-18475) EXTRACTING

UNIT MEMBERS FROM THE KHAM DUC CAMP WHICH WAS UNDER ATTACK BY

PEOPLE’S ARMY OF VIETNAM FORCES. SHORTLY AFTER TAKE-OFF, THE

HELICOPTER WAS HIT BY GROUND FIRE, CRASHED AND BURNED ON THE KHAM

DUC AIRFIELD, IN THE VICINITY OF GRID COORDINATES 2C007083,

APPROXIMATELY 80 KILOMETERS SOUTH-SOUTHWEST OF DA NANG, QUANG

NAM-DA NANG PROVINCE. THE SURVIVORS OF THE CRASH REPORTED THAT

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS SANDS WAS FATALLY WOUNDED IN THE HEAD BY THE

ONE OF THE INCOMING ROUNDS WHICH HIT THE HELICOPTER. THEY WERE

UNABLE TO RECOVER PRIVATE FIRST CLASS SANDS' BODY FROM THE

WRECKAGE BECAUSE THE HELICOPTER WAS ON FIRE AND MORTAR‘ROUNDS

WERE EXPLODING IN THE AREA.

ON 5 MAY 1993, A JOINT TEAM VISITED KHAM DUC, PHUOC'SON

DISTRICT, QUANG NAM-DA NANG PROVINCE TO INVESTIGATE THIS CASE.

THE TEAM INTERVIEWED MR. LE MINH HUONG WHO REPORTED THAT IN 1983

HE AND HIS BROTHER SALVAGED SCRAP METAL FROM AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE ON

THE OLD KHAM DUC AIRSTRIP. MR. HUONG ESTIMATED THEY COLLECTED

TWO METRIC TONS OF ALUMINUM. DURING THEIR MANY TRIPS TO THE

SITE, THEY NEVER SAW ANY REMAINS AMONG THE WRECKAGE. THE TEAM

VISITED THE CRASH SITE AND FOUND SMALL FRAGMENTS OF WRECKAGE.

SUBSEQUENT ANALYSIS OF THE WRECKAGE INDICATES THAT THEY ARE

ASSOCIATED WITH A C-130B MODEL A

THE CH-47 INVOLVED IN THE CASE 1172 INCIDENT.

PASSED TO OFFICIALS OF THE
NMENT DURING THE

¢ DEC 93 TECHNICAL MEETING

VIETNAMESE GOVER

1.9 H0V 1999

IRCRAFT AND DOES NOT EbRRELATE TO

b3%

PERTINENT DATA ARE AS FOLLOWS:

NAME:

RANK:

SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS, U.S. ARMY

DATE OF BIRTH:

RACE:

HEIGHT:

WEIGHT:

HAIR:

EYES:

CAUCASIAN

9 NOVEMBER 1947

1.80 METERS

87.4 KI

BLOND

BLUE

LOGRAMS

CASE 1172-0-01

b2



JOINT TASK FORCE - FULL ACCOUNTING
BOX 64044

CAMP H. M. SMITH, HAWAII 96861-4044
Vu sd 1172-0-01

Vu s6 1172-0-01

Ngay sinh: 9 thang 11 ndm 1947

T& Tudmg Thuat
Ching toc: Da tring

Vo ngay 12 thing 5 ndm 1968: Binh nhit RICHARD E. SANDS & trén chiéc
Chiéu cao: 1 thude 80

tryc thang CH-47 (s0 hiéu 67-18475) boc 1én nhing quén linh cta don vi G
Cin ning: 87 ki 4

trai Kham Dife lic bi Bo Doi Viét Nam t4n cong. Mot lic sau khi cat canh
Mau toc: Vang

chiéc truc thang bi dan tir dudi dit, bin tring, rét xuong va chy ¢ san bay
Mau mét: Xanh duong

Kham Difc trong pham vi toa do ZC007033, khodng 80 cdy s& huGng nam-tay nam

ciia Da Niing, tinh Quang Nam-Da Néng. Nhing nguoi song sot noi ring Binh

nhit SANDS bi tif thuang ¢ dau vi mot trong nhiing vién dan tring vao chiéc

trye thang. Ho khong (hé thu hoi thi hai cia Binh nhat SANDS tu xac

tryc thing vi dang chéy va nhiing qua cdi nd trong khu vuc.

Vio ngiy mong 5 thang 3 1993, mot doi hon hop tham Kham Duc, huyén

n Ong

Phudc Son, tinh Quang Nam-Da Niing dé diéu tra vu nay. DO phong vi

Lé Minh Huong va ong dy bdo cdo la vao nam 1983 ong dy va anh ctia Ong dy

di nhit nhom vun tr xac may bay & sin bay Kham Dire cd. Ong Huong wdc tinh

ho thu hai tdn nhom. Trong nhiing chuyén 1Gi ché roi ho khong bao gitr thiy

hai cot trong xac mdy bay. Doi tham ché roi va tim thdy manh vun cla

may bay. Su phan tich clia cic manh nay sau do cho biet la ching thudc may

bay loai C-130B va khong licn quan dén chiéc CH-47 cua vu so 1172,

Sau day 1a nhing chi tict lien quan:

Ho va tén: SANDS, RICHARD EUGENE

Cip bac: Binh nhdt, Luc quin My
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